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SAN JUAN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Curriculum, Standards, Instructional, and Student Services Board Advisory Committee 

Regular Committee Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, May 2, 2018 

 
SJUSD 
3738 Walnut Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
(916) 971-7216 
 

Members Present: Edric Cane, Robyn Cox, Deanna Fernandes, Alysha Krumm Heatherly, Kimber 
Rice, Veronica Schwalbach, Etta Sikich, Robert Thacker 

Staff/Guest Present: Melissa Bassanelli, Paula Baucom, Kristan Schnepp 
Board Member Present: Mike McKibbin 
Members Absent: Tom Greene 
Call to Order/Introductions Alysha Krumm Heatherly called the meeting to order with introduction at 6:31 

p.m.  
Visitors Comments:  Tom Nelson-No comment 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Comprehensive Sexual Health 5th Grade Adoption: 

● Program specialist, Paula Baucom, provided the committee with the Comprehensive Sexual Health 5th Grade 
Report II adoption materials. The adoption committee voted overwhelmingly (17-0) to recommend the Positive 
Prevention PLUS, Sexual Health Education for[1] America’s Youth for Upper Elementary and Community Settings 
text.   

● The adoption committee had a balanced representation of school sites, health services and special education 
staff.  

● In the past, the district provided this type of instruction in 4th-6th grade, however SJUSD has chosen to only teach 
the course in 5th grade.  

● The adoption committee felt the content and activities of the text follow a logical sequence and are strongly 
aligned with the California Healthy Youth Act.  The material was interactive, engaging and student centered.  
The technology has animations which help prompt discussion and provide ease of communication without any 
uncomfortableness on the subject.  In addition, there is a student workbook provided that gives the students a 
stronger sense of ownership.  

● The material calls for students to do homework in the course and the workbooks.  The workbook provides the 
opportunity for students to take home the material and have conversations with parents/guardians.  

● The limitations are that the teachers will need an in-depth understanding of the sensitive topics included in the 
materials and that the materials are locked and cannot be edited.  

o Teachers will be offered a 2-day training during the summer.  Multiple opportunities for training will be 
offered during the school year for staff who are not able to participate in the summer, and for new 
teachers hired after the summer training.  

● Work will take place with a pilot and special education to modify the material to be accessible to all students.  
● Students were provided a survey and asked for open-ended feedback that was included on the Report II.  Overall 

the students liked the materials and felt it delivered information in a way that helped with sensitive issues 
covered in the materials.  

● Genders will be separated during instruction. 
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● Currently material has not been provided to each school site and teachers must checkout the material 
throughout the spring.  The new material will provided sites more flexibility for instruction.  

● Concern was again expressed about foster youth being transient and missing this important instruction.  Ms. 
Baucom said she will look into what types of tracking of students can be done for this population at the 
elementary level.  

● The committee appreciated the student voice being provided in the Report II packet.   
● A parent on the committee expressed what a great tool the workbook was to encourage home discussion.  
● It was asked if ILS and SDC staff would have extra time provided to collaborate and modify the lessons.  Ms. 

Baucom assured the committee that time will be provided and that the secondary special education staff did 
this in the fall with their material.   

● Ms. Baucom mentioned that additional consultants or additional materials may be requested in the future and 
asked that the committee form a sub-committee to review the materials.  This will be added to the future 
agenda items for the committee.  

● The committee asked how many students opted out of the instruction.  Ms. Baucom said she would check, but 
she did know that at the secondary level there was about a 95% participation rate.  

● Concern was expressed about some of the immigrant population feedback and if those families had opted out of 
the instruction.  Ms. Baucom mentioned that they will be providing a parent information night and translators 
will be available.  She was not aware of the number of immigrant families that had opted out of the instruction, 
but did not hear any particular concern from staff in this area.  

● A motion to approve the adoption materials was made by Deanna Fernandes, seconded by Kimber Rice.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  

● Board member Mike McKibbin thanked the committee for working on this and for the elementary department 
postponing the pilot until the spring.  This gave the community more time to look over the material and more 
staff to participate in the pilot.  

 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) Implementation: K-12 

● Director Kristan Schnepp provided the committee with an overview of the Standards Implementation 2018 
update going to the board on May 8th.   

● Since the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) were adopted, SJUSD has given the teaching staff a survey to see 
where the implementation level of each standard is for each teacher.  The survey is electronically administered 
and adapts based on the teaching assignment. It was co-developed with SJUSD and the San Juan Teachers’ 
Association (SJTA).  The standards have been in the process of implementation during the last four years. The 
areas covered in the survey are: 

o Knowledge of Standards 
o Instructional Practices 
o Comprehensive/Balanced Assessment System 
o Professional Learning 

● The survey asked questions related to English language arts (ELA), mathematics, literacy grades 6-12, English 
language development (ELD), science, New Generation Science Standards (NGSS) and general implementation of 
curriculum.  Data indicates that overall staff is becoming more familiar with the standards and has been able to 
understand the shift in instruction and how to teach differently.  The general information gathered is not tied to 
content, but more toward rigor and depth of knowledge and asking if students are getting what they need and 
being pushed to provide them the opportunity to be college-career ready. 

● Literacy looks not only at reading, but how students are accessing information across the board in all subject 
areas.  The new standards require more reading and writing skills.  There is concern with regard to Career 
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Technical Education (CTE) programs and if students are being engaged to use information text to increase their 
literacy skills.  

● Some staff are finding ELD instruction difficult to implement.  The ELD instruction is not a single curriculum, but 
is embedded in all subject material.   Professional Learning and Curriculum Innovation (PLI) staff are working 
with teachers support them in this area.  A lot of modeling is being done in this area where particular teachers 
or sites are strong. Staff is able to watch and learn from them.  

● NGSS will start the pilot next year.  Science teachers are very excited to start instruction in this new standard.  
PLI staff are working with teachers to prepare them for the new curriculum.  

● The CCSS survey was given to all district staff, and it adapts to the level and subject the teacher teaches.  All 
SJUSD teaching staff (including special education) were invited to take the voluntary survey.  Some sites 
provided time during their staff meeting or on the collaborative Thursdays to take the survey.  This survey 
reflects teachers doing self-reflection only.  About half of the district teaching staff participated.  

● The committee asked if a breakdown of grade levels and special education teachers can be provided.  
● Next steps will include working with SJTA to develop professional development (PD) for a deeper understand of 

ELD standards, collaboration with grade levels across the district, working together,  calibration work and 
teachers want more time to observe other sites.  PD will be provided on understanding assessments, building 
assessments and how to use the data.  

● Standard-aligned materials are provided for Tier 2 and Tier 3 students in addition to special education.   
● The committee asked if there was a process for Dyslexia diagnosis being done.  Also, who is working on the 

Dyslexia piece of instruction in SJUSD? 
● Mr. McKibbin shared with the committee that he continues to meet with a group of educational historians.  

They took a look at other states implementing CC in the country and they would be jealous of our data.  
● SJUSD is in our fourth year of K-2 reading/ELA focus (Scholastic), 34 SJUSD schools will continue the program 

with a couple of other schools joining the cohort.  After four years the school “graduates” from the program. 
● Staff is using MAP scores to identify and recommend students needing summer program supports.  Math class 

size will be kept at or below 21 students.  
● The committee discussed what is being taught in self-contained classrooms.  Are students being taught CCSS? 

What are they learning?  It was suggested that when doing surveys can there be questions targeted for teachers 
in a self-contained classroom?    

 
New  Committee Members Added: 

● When a new member is appointed to the committee behind a member stepping down before the end of their 
appointment, he/she will be given the previous member’s appointment date.  This is done to ensure the 
committee staggers its membership so not all members leave at the same time.  The new member can then be 
reappointed by the board member who appointed them to the committee.  

 
Approval of Minutes: 

● A motion to approve the April 4, 2018, minutes was made by Etta Sikich, seconded by Robyn Cox.  Motion 
carried. (7 Ayes, 0 opposed, 1 abstention). 

 
Chairperson’s Comments/Committee Business: 

● Gary Elazier resigned from the committee prior to the end of his appointment on December 2018.  Alysha will 
take over duties as the chair for the last three committee meetings.  

 
Reports to be Heard: 

● Board Member:  
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o Mike attended the spring music concert at Howe Avenue Elementary School.  Howe had the opportunity 
to play with the Philharmonic Orchestra.  Mr. McKibbin asked committee members to email him details 
if they know of events taking place throughout the district.  Also, he encouraged committee members to 
attend the upcoming board workshop on Equal Opportunity Schools (EOS).   

● Staff Member: -  
o Ms. Bassanelli shared that the schools are still conducting CAASPP testing.  As this takes place schools 

are gearing up for next year. The district is projecting enrollment and staffing is being done school by 
school.  

o On May 9th Carmichael Elementary School will turn 100 years old.  
o Ms. Schnepp shared that all middle schools have open house on May 3rd.  

● Others:  
o Kimber Rice attended a Region 3 Special Education Conference where Dyslexia was one of the topics 

covered.  There was quite a lot of new and old information reviewed, discussed and defined.  It was a 
great conference with many breakout sessions that covered many areas of student support needs.  

o Bob Thacker asked who the staff person from SCOE was that came and worked on with staff on math.  
Fran Gibson has taught math and been a math resource person for many years.  She now contracts 
through SCOE to help support districts. 

o Deanna Fernandes shared that she attended the Kids Art Fest on Saturday and found it to be a very 
exciting community even.  

 
Future Agenda Items: 

1. May 
a. Course Adoption – AP World History (A) 
b. Math Implementation Update (I) 
c. Early Literacy (I) 

2. June 
a. Year Reflection and Celebration 
b. Election of New Chair and Assistant Chair 

3. Committee Requests 
a. Board Policy Advanced Learning (A) – September 2018 
b. Form a Comprehensive Sexual Health Sub-Committee 
c. SPG Update 
d. Dyslexia  
e. Special Education Discussion  
f. Social-Emotional Learning 
g. Universal Design for Learning  

 
Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned by Alysha at 8:23 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Stacey Packard 
Committee Secretary  


